HOFW NEWSLETTER

May 6, 2009

Message from the chair:

In our May 13th meeting, we will nominate and elect new officers. Also, Dr.
Russell Elleven will talk to us about the SM.A.R.T. program.

Minutes from the secretary:

Michael Little, president, called the meeting to order. Dolores Ruhs gave the
financial report. She suggested we have Russell talk to us about the SMART
program.

Dick Trice said it was about time to give the church a donation for the use of the
building. He made the motion to give the church $200.00. Motion passed.

Ray Weil moved we donate $200.00 to Russell for the SMART program. Motion
passed.

Michael suggested we do the trash pick up on Old Granbury Road the first
Saturday in April at 9A.M. if the weather permitted. If not, we would do it the
following Saturday.

We then watched the first half of Religulous. Discussion followed.

The meeting was then adjourned.

from atheists.org;:

Dave's Favorite Biblical Inconsistencies



“Biblical logic” is one of the great oxymorons of our time, ranking right up there
with "Jumbo Shrimp." However, There are theists out there who still attack
atheists as being irrational, and look at the biblical inconsistencies we point out
on the web as incomplete or "taken out of context." Many still blindly insist that
the Bible is perfect, and it is this reasoning which makes it so hard for them to
understand atheists.

There are also some atheists out there who need a little help in handling these
attackers. They need powerful questions which cannot be taken out of context
and which logically prove that giant holes exist in Biblical logic. Such questions
can place doubt in the minds of the believers, reaffirm the skepticism in the mind
of the atheist, and hopefully create a better understanding of the atheist in the
mind of the believer.

Please note: I have been ridiculed by some for capitalizing God's name and the
"He's" and "Him's" and told that this shows an undue respect for God. To the
contrary, I do it because God is a proper name, as is Zeus, who I rank equal to
God and is also capitalized. I capitalize Hims and He's to differentiate between
other people in an example, and show respect to our believer readers. We can
disagree without being insulting.

That being said, let me now present some of my all-time favorite Bible theory

inconsistencies.

* If God is all-powerful, why did He take 6 days to create the universe, resting
on the 7th? Why didn't He just snap his proverbial fingers and create everything
all at once, and not need rest afterwards? Doesn't sound so all-powerful to me.

* The great flood: Why not just kill the people, and not all the animals? 40 days
seems like overkill, doesn't it? Why torture the damned by drowning them
slowly, instead of killing them in a blink with the all-powerful hand of God?
After God killed all the people on the planet, why not make a better human,



instead of allowing the species to continue after it had proven itself unworthy?

* Why do other planets and stars exist? Whole galaxies? Why did God go to
such extents to make us disbelieve the Bible?

* Why are we here? If it is "to serve god", why does God need to be "served",
and why can't we do it from heaven?

* We have free will, but God already knows who will sin, who will accept Him,
etc, for all eternity (since he has perfect knowledge of the future). He has in effect
known you would be reading this article since the beginning of time. Given that,
why not just send our souls (and those of our descendants) to Heaven or Hell,
depending on what He knows we'll do?

* Why does God care if he is praised? He is this all-knowing, super being, why
does He care if we mere humans give him credit for creating all this?

* How can anyone justify the fact that this merciful, loving god is sending all
non-Christians to Hell, no matter how good they are? However, terrible people,
including Hitler and Jeffrey Dahmer, could go to Heaven if they accepted God
before death

* Why does this wonderful, forgiving God hold Adam's sin over all our heads?
Why must we all pay for this by being permanent sinners? Again, God made the
rules and this is God's choice, so you're going to have to explain why God
CHOOQOSES to hold this incredible grudge.

* If God was so angry, why didn't he just kill Adam and Eve and start over? He
killed a lot of other people in the Bible for less.



* Where did God come from? How did He get created? Why is it a valid
argument to say that He "always existed", but an invalid argument to say the
same thing about matter and energy?

* If God is trying so hard to be near us, why doesn't He show himself? I mean,
really, show himself to all of us? Why have there been no miracles since the Bible
(note, I mean REAL miracles like the spontaneous end of disease or hunger)?
Why not show yourself by giving all humans perfect knowledge of your
existence (like angels) if it's so important to be praised by us?

* Hell is used by many as a good reason in and of itself to practice religion.
Hell, in theory, is so bad that the mere possibility of its existence - no matter how
small - warrants prayer to God. This implies that religion is a self-serving
decision, not an exercise in humility or praise. In other words, greed. Yes folks,
one of the seven deadly sins. Furthermore, since God can apparently read minds,
He will easily see through your futile attempt at deceiving Him and send you to
Hell. Therefore, by this argument, prayer is useless; you're damned if you do,
and damned if you don't.

* Why believe the Bible over other stories of gods, like the Greek gods, Roman
gods, or Celtic gods? They also answer all the questions, just like the Bible, and
they all have the same corroboration (none) so why believe one over the other?

But wait! There's more! Let's talk Jesus!

* What was Jesus' purpose? Common answer: "to save us from our sins." Why
have a son (why not God himself), and why did he have to die for our sins? Why



didn't God just "save us" himself? He is God, right? He can do whatever he
wants, so why the whole Jesus thing?

* Another response is to say that Jesus gave God a sense of what it's like to be
human. Jesus did not give God a sense of life as a human. First of all, since God is
all-knowing, he already had such a sense. Second, you can't get a sense of being
human by walking around being the son of God. In order to know what it's like
to be a human you need to go completely through life as a human. You need to
fall in love, get married, have kids, pay taxes, and, most importantly, fail at
something (which theists maintain did not happen, see #3). This response leads
us to believe that God has no idea of what these basic principles are like.

* Jesus was also supposed to be 100% perfect. Then why aren't we all
Christian? He didn't do a perfect job of converting people (that was his purpose,
right?), He didn't do a perfect job of spreading the message of peace (crusades,
holy wars) despite a PERFECT knowledge of humans.

A perfect, all powerful being can only do something with perfect results.
Ergo, either God did not intend to save all humans, rather a precious few, or he is
imperfect. You choose.

* "Jesus was God's intermediary." Why does an all-powerful being need an
intermediary? He could give us all perfect knowledge of His existence with a
snap of the fingers. Surely he could just, I don't know, talk to us?

* "Jesus chose to die to take our place?" Nope. God made the rules, he can
change them. He didn't need Jesus to save humans, all he needed to do was
forgive sin. All God had to do was change his mind!

No, Jesus was neither useful nor needed. He did nothing God himself couldn't



have done better, quicker, and easier.

Now, in synopsis, here are some interesting "facts" about God.

* He knows the future, so he has known forever that Humans would be
created, that he would flood the Earth, that he would send Jesus, and that most
would reject Him. In effect, he set up his "children", whom he supposedly
"loves", for that eternity in Hell.

* He knows that, since Adam, billions of good, loving, hard-working people
are spending an eternity in Hell because of ignorance and God's vanity, which
He could reverse instantly but chooses not to.

* He created awful diseases by the score and unleashed them on "his children"
without care (even those who love and obey Him). He could cure all (God-made)
diseases by snapping his fingers, but he won't.

* He made the rules, and has the power to change them at will, but won't. In a
snap, he could change everything, make all souls of good people go from Hell to
Heaven, but refuses to do so.

What does this tell us about God? Well, there are only four options that are not
contradictory to the above facts:

* He is not nearly as powerful as we think he is - unlikely, because if he exists,
he is strong enough to create the universe (even if it did take him 6 days)



* He is stubborn to the point of malevolence - improbable, because he knows
the future. Stubbornness implies unwillingness to change in light of new
information, but an omniscient God would know all the information right from
the start. Therefore, this option only holds water if God exists, but is not

omniscient or all-powerful.

* He is inherently malevolent - Logically flawed, just as a benevolent god
would not unleash disease, pain, hunger and torment on his people, so would a
malevolent god be loath to give us children, sunsets, and chocolate.

* He is nonexistent, and the Bible is a work of fiction laden with massive flaws
in logic, because it was made up by flawed humans over a period of time in an
effort to subdue the masses. Any way you slice it, common sense and a little
education always brings you here

Your officers may be contacted as follows:
Chair: Michael Little
slittle71 @gmail.com

Vice Chair Josh Donnoe
Josh.Donnoe @gmail.com

Secretary: Suzie Lotven
lotven@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Dolores Ruhs
ruhsdol @sbcglobal.net

Recent Past Chair: Dick Trice
trice932 @yahoo.com




